ABSTRACT 

A flexible shaft includes a flexible, elongated outer sheath, at least one drive 
shaft disposed within the outer sheath and a moisture sensor disposed within the 
outer sheath configured to detect moisture within the outer sheath. Another flexible 
5 shaft includes a flexible, elongated outer sheath, at least one flexible drive shaft 
disposed within the outer sheath and a coupling connected to a distal end of the 
outer sheath configured to couple to a surgical attachment. 

A sleeve includes an elongated shaft configured to receive a flexible shaft 
therein and a securing arrangement configured to selectively and variably retain the 
1 0 elongated shaft in any one of a number of longitudinal positions along the flexible 
shaft. 

A surgical system includes an electro-mechanical driver, an elongated, 
Q flexible sheath, at least one drive shaft disposed within the flexible sheath, a surgical 
i attachment coupled to the at least one drive shaft, the electro-mechanical driver 
configured to drive the surgical attachment, a shape-retaining sleeve, at least a 

Qi 

portion of the flexible sleeve being disposed in the shape-retaining sleeve, the 
shape-retaining sleeve configured to maintain the at least portion of the flexible 
CI sheath in a predetermined shape, and an arrangement variably securing the shape- 
-;f retaining member to the flexible sheath in any one of a number of longitudinal 
positions along the flexible sheath. 
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